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If You Are A Muslim! Better Act Like One!

So, you think you are a 
MuSliM!

When I was far behind as a Muslim, I dreamt a lot 
that one day I also become a good Muslim.

Even though it’s been a while, I still remember 
learning the Holy Quran with my first teacher 
(May His Soul Rest in Perfect Peace). 

We had just finished the Isha prayers and I was 
feeling both encouraged and intimidated of my 
journey to become a better person.

My teacher, a man who spent a lot of his entire 
life worshiping Allah, learning and teaching the 
Quran, asked me why I am so eager to learn the 
Quran.

“You know what it means to learn the Quran?” He 
asked.
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“It requires more sacrifice of one’s time and 
lifestyle”. He added.

“I don’t really care about the sacrifices”. I told him. 
“I just want to be a good Muslim”.

Despite my courage, I secretly thought this was 
just a mere conversation. 

And as soon as I started my journey, I thought 
everything would go smoothly. But, of course, 
that’s not exactly what happened. 

Since then, I’ve started living my life the better 
way, separated myself from bad friends and started 
to get close to the new good ones, took my five 
daily prayers very seriously, fast as much as I can 
on Mondays and Thursdays and so on.

But still, even though I did all that I could, I wasn’t 
feeling I’m at instant success. 
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I haven’t found the peace of mind the Quran 
promised for the righteous people. 

And I haven’t yet realized any big success in my 
life as a righteous person. 

And yet, I’ve tried so hard.

So, why was I not showered with all the blessings 
that Allah promised for the righteous people? You 
may ask!

Well, it was all because of my approach to 
becoming a good Muslim. 

I was much focused on my success in life as a 
Muslim but not to please the one who grants 
success. 

And due to my disgusting approach to becoming 
a good Muslim, I learned a lot about Allah but 
completely failed to know him.
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A lot of Muslims are particularly good at knowing 
all about Allah but have no idea what it means to 
know him. 

To know about Allah is completely different from 
actually knowing him. 

To make things clear, let’s take writing for instance. 

Perhaps you are interested in becoming a writer. 

You read books and take courses that teach 
everything you need to know to become a 
professional writer. 

But you’ve never practiced all the knowledge 
you’ve learned. 

At this point, it is safe to say that you know a lot 
about writing but you don’t really know how to 
write.

So, the easiest way for me to explain my point goes 
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like this: 

Knowing about Allah means acquiring knowledge 
about Him. 

And truly knowing Allah means putting the 
knowledge you’ve acquired into practice. 

Though, I’ll be talking a lot about knowledge and 
action in my later addresses.

For now, I just want you to know that things really 
changed completely for me after I move away from 
knowing about Allah to actually knowing him. 

Trust me, you’ll feel and think different from your 
colleagues when you truly get to know your God. 
And when you do, that’s when everybody will also 
think you are different.

Because you’ll sometimes make certain decisions 
in your life that everyone else will deem crazy.
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You’ll begin to pay attention to every small detail 
concerning your every action.

And you’ll even begin to let go of some so-called 
opportunities and people will never understand.

What they rather fail to understand is that certain 
opportunities are not actually opportunities. 
They are tests and trials from Allah disguised as 
opportunities.

It takes someone who truly knows God to see this.

For instance, easy opportunities to earn money in 
a forbidden way may occur at some point in your 
life. 

And as we all know, money (World) is one of the 
two things our Prophet warned us about. The 
other one is women.

Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be upon 
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him) said:

“This world is sweet and dazzling, and 
Allah has you put in charge of it to see how 
you will do and what you will do, so beware 
of this world and beware of women, for the 
first fitnah (trial) that befall the children of 
Israel was concerning women”.

Thus, be it haram money (world) or women, it 
takes only a true believer who knows God to resist 
this temptation and, in obedience to Allah, confine 
him or herself to do the right thing. 

But I must say, it is never easy. It is indeed a lonely 
and painful journey. Because most people will 
consider you boring. And they can’t stand you 
simply because you are misunderstood. 

The interesting thing to know is that your lonely 
and painful feelings are temporal. It’ll come to an 
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end when you begin to meet people in your life 
who also have Allah as their top priority. That’s 
when you’ll begin to see the peace of mind Allah 
promised for the righteous. 

What will people say? Will they approve of it? Will 
they laugh at it? All these concerns will no more 
influence your actions concerning your faith. It’ll 
mean nothing to you now.

And that’s when you’ll begin to become so happy 
and proud of your journey on becoming a good 
Muslim.

Before, I use to sit down in front of my teacher, 
trying so hard to understand the Arabic text. 

I learn hadiths and books that focus on the 
lifestyle of the ideal Muslim. 

Every day I try to put together ideas out of thin air 
just to improve my life as a righteous person. 
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One of these ideas inspired me to compile this 
book so that fellow Muslims can learn exactly how 
to become who Allah wants them to be. 

It’s been a tough journey though. 

And I’ve learned from my observation that, 
certainly, you are either a good Muslim or a bad 
one. There is nothing like standing in the middle. 

If you are the good type, you must maintain it, 
and for the bad type, you must hurry up and join 
the good bus. Because you never stop loving the 
beautiful life.

So, as a Muslim, how do you know where you 
belong? And how do you migrate from where you 
are to where you wish to be? This is exactly what 
this book is all about. 

Don’t stop reading now, because you never stop 
pursuing the good life. 
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This book is for you to discover what kind of 
Muslim are you really, with remedies to inspire 
you to begin your journey towards becoming 
a better Muslim (or continue it with a renewed 
focus). 

Insha-Allah, I hope and pray that you find the 
book useful!
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Maybe you are not 
what you think

Am I really a Muslim?

I have searched for long, as you may have, for 
answers to this question. 

And after my rigorous findings, I don’t seem to 
land on a single, once-and-for-all answer. 

But finally, I landed on an axiom that we Muslims 
aren’t what we think we are. 

Are we not Muslims if we submit to Allah? You 
may ask. 

And the answer is yes. Anybody who submits to 
Allah is, without doubt, a very good Muslim. 

But what does it take to submit? This is where the 
concern resides. 
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Before anything else, I will like for you to realize 
that you may not be the Muslim you think you are. 

I want you to ask yourself this question once 
again, “Am I really a Muslim?” 

Because I’m positive that there are a lot of people 
who think they are Muslims but are actually not.

Hearing that, you might be tempted to know what 
kind of a person I am to dare say something like 
this. 

What guts do I have to insult and disillusion 
people? 

But to be honest, I don’t mean any harm. If you 
will believe me, I’m just trying to help because I 
truly want to. 

Allow me to explain myself. I’ll appreciate that.

Isn’t it obvious that many Muslims are often 
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feverish in some matters but heedless in others?

Many Muslims today, for instance, devotes most 
of their time to worship Allah, but is negligent 
about their family life; or they treat their families 
with respect but is disturbing their neighbors; or 
they turn out to be very religious and pious, but 
heedless of some Islamic teachings. 

Isn’t it strange that all these shortcomings are 
common among people who claim to be Muslims? 

So, before you can call yourself a true Muslim, 
think for a while: What does the word Muslim, 
which we all use so often, really mean? 

Can a person be a Muslim by virtue of his birth? 

Is a person a Muslim simply because he is the son 
or grandson of a Muslim? 

Is a Muslim born a Muslim just as a white man’s 
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son is born a white man, or a Negro’s son is born a 
Negro? 

Are Muslims a race, a nationality or a caste?

I believe your answer to these questions will surely 
be No. 

A Muslim does not become one simply because he 
was born in a Muslim family.

A Muslim is not a Muslim because he belongs to 
any particular race.

He is a Muslim because he follows Islam. 

If he renounces Islam, he ceases to be a Muslim. 
It’s simple!

Any person, whether an Englishman or a Japanese, 
white or black, will, on accepting Islam, become a 
full member of the Muslim community.
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On the other hand, a person born in a Muslim 
home may be expelled from the Muslim 
community if he gives up following Islam, even 
though he may be a descendant of the Prophet, or 
an Arab.

This establishes that the greatest gift of Allah 
which you enjoy - that of being a Muslim - is not 
something automatically inherited from your 
parents, which remains yours for life irrespective 
of your attitudes and behavior. 

It is a goal as well as a gift which you must 
continually pursue to deserve if you want to retain 
it. If you are indifferent to it, it may be taken away 
from you, Allah forbid.

If you agree that we become Muslims only by 
accepting Islam. What does acceptance of Islam 
really mean? 
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Does it mean that whoever makes a verbal 
profession – “I am a Muslim” or “I have accepted 

Islam” becomes a true Muslim? 

Or does it mean that a man who utters some 
Arabic phrases without knowing their meaning 
becomes a Muslim? 

What reply will you give to this question? 

You can only say that accepting Islam means much 
more than this. 

True Muslims should consciously and deliberately 
accept what has been taught by the Prophet of 
Allah, blessings, and peace be upon him, and act 
accordingly. 

People who do not so behave are not Muslims in 
the true sense.

Now, where are you? 
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Let us examine our lives by the crucial criteria of 
Iman and Islam as laid down by the Qur’an and 
the Prophet, blessings, and peace be upon him. 

If you claim that you have accepted Islam, have 
you oriented your living and dying towards Allah 
only? 

Are you living for His cause alone? 

Are your hearts and minds, your bodies and 
souls, your time and efforts, being devoted to the 
fulfillment of Allah’s wishes? 

And, again, do you obey and serve Allah alone? 

Have you eliminated from your lives the 
submission to selfish desires and obedience to 
family, brotherhood, friends, society, and state? 

Have you made your likes and dislikes totally 
subordinate to the wishes of Allah? 
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If you love somebody, are you loving for the sake 
of Allah? 

If you dislike somebody, is that also for the sake 
of Allah? Is no element of selfishness involved in 
this?

Do you give and withhold only for the sake of 
Allah? 

Are you spending on your own selves and giving 
wealth to other people, or withholding the same, 
because that is what God wants? 

Is your motive nothing but to gain His pleasure?

Congratulations to you if your answer to all the 
above questions is yes. 

You may shout at the top of your voice and say 
“Alhamdulillah”. 

If you find such a state of faith and submission 
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within yourself, you should thank Allah, for He 
has bestowed upon you the blessing of Iman in its 
totality. 

But if you feel any deficiency, you must give up 
every other concern, worry and concentrate 
wholly on rectifying this deficiency. 

On this rectification depends on your well-being 
in this world and your success in the Hereafter. 

Whatever success you may enjoy in the present life 
will not compensate you for the loss you will suffer 
in the Hereafter due to this deficiency. 

But if you make up for this deficiency, even if you 
gain nothing in this world, you will benefit vastly 
in the life to come.

But remember not to use this criterion to test or 
judge others and determine whether they are true 
Muslims or hypocrites; use it only to judge your 
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own self and, if you detect any deficiency, try to 
correct it before you meet Allah. 

Do not become happy merely on seeing your 
names registered as Muslims, but remain anxious 
about how and where your names are entered in 
the Register of Allah.

Real success consists in your being judged as a 
true Muslim and not a hypocrite, obedient and not 
disobedient, faithful and not unfaithful, by that 
God who is the final Judge. 

So, if you walk around on this eggshell, confident 
about your faith of being a Muslim, be ready to act 
like one.
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you are not a MuSliM 
without iMan

You become Muslims by reciting a few words 
called the Kalimah: 

Laa-ilaaha-illa-llaah Muhammadur-rasuulu-
llah (There is no god but Allah; Muhammad 
is the Messenger of Allah).

On pronouncing these words, a man is supposed 
to have radically changed. 

He was a Kafir, now he is a Muslim. He was 
impure, now he is pure. He deserved Allah’s 
displeasure; now he deserves to be loved by Him. 
He was going into Hell; now the gates of Heaven 
are open for him.

On a more concrete level, in social life, this 
Kalimah becomes the basis for differentiating one 
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man from another. 

Those who recite it constitute one nation, while 
those who reject it form another. 

If a father recites it but his son refuses to, the 
father is no longer the same father, nor the son 
the same son. The son will not inherit anything 
from the father. his mother and sisters may even 
observe purdah from him.

On the other hand, if a total stranger recites it and 
marries into a Muslim family, he and his children 
become eligible for inheritance. 

The power of the Kalimah is so strong that it takes 
priority even over blood ties.

It can join strangers together into one family and 
can cut members of the same family off from each 
other.
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Why should the Kalimah make such a big 
difference between man and man? 

What is so special about it? 

After all, it contains only a few letters, joined 
together and pronounced. Do they somehow have 
the power to work magic so as to radically change 
a man? 

Can merely saying a few words create such an 
enormous difference?

A little reasoning will immediately tell you that 
merely opening your mouths and uttering a few 
words can never have such an impact. 

Idol-worshippers, without doubt, believe that by 
reciting some formula of holy words, mountains 
can be moved, the earth can be split and fountains 
can gush out of it, even though they do not know 
it’s meaning. 
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This is because they ascribe supernatural powers 
to letters, and believe that only uttering them is 
necessary to make their powers work. 

This is not so in Islam. The effectiveness of words 
lies in their meaning. If they do not penetrate deep 
into your hearts and have an impact powerful 
enough to effect a change in your thoughts, in 
your morals, and in your actions, then their 
utterance is meaningless and ineffectual. 

A simple example will illustrate this point. 

Suppose you are shivering in cold weather and you 
start shouting, ‘cotton, quilt! cotton, quilt!’ The 
effect of cold will not be any less even if you repeat 
these words all night a million times on beads or a 
rosary. 

But if you prepare a quilt stuffed with cotton and 
cover your body with it, the cold will definitely 
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stop. 

Or suppose you feel thirsty and shout the 
whole day, ‘water, water’; your thirst will not be 
quenched. What you need to do is to get some 
water and take a mouthful. 

Or again, suppose you are suffering from cold and 
fever and you decide the best remedy is to chant 
the name of medicines used to cure these illnesses. 
You will not get better; but if you actually take 
these medicines, cold and fever will disappear, 
Insha’Allah. 

This is exactly the position of the Kalimah. 

The mere utterance of six or seven words cannot 
at all conceivably transform a Kafir into a Muslim, 
or an impure person into a pure one, or a damned 
person into a favored one, nor can it send a man to 
Paradise instead of Hell. 
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This transformation is possible only after you have 
understood the meaning of these words and made 
it penetrate your heart and change your life. 

So, when you recite these words, you should be 
conscious about what an important commitment 
you are making to your Lord, with the whole 
world as your witness, and what a great 
responsibility you are taking on as a result of your 
commitment.

Once you have made the affirmation consciously, 
the Kalimah must inform all your thoughts 
and reign supreme in your whole lives: no idea 
contrary to it should form part of your mental 
furniture. 

Whatever runs counter to the Kalimah you must 
always consider false and the Kalimah alone true. 

Always remember that after affirming this 
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Kalimah you are not at liberty, as are the 
unbelievers, to live life as you like. You have to 
follow what it prescribes and renounce what it 
forbids.

If you recite the Kalimah in this manner, only then 
can you become true Muslims.
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you are not a MuSliM 
without knowledge 

We sincerely believe that Islam is the greatest 
blessing given to us by our Maker. 

We find our hearts filled with gratitude to Him. 
He has included us in the Ummah of Prophet 
Muhammad and bestowing upon us this unique 
blessing. 

He Himself describes Islam as His most cherished 
gift to His servants. He said: 

This day, I have perfected your religion for 
you, completed My favor upon you, and 
have chosen for you Islam as your religion. – 
Quran 5:3

To be truly grateful to Allah for this greatest favor, 
we must, therefore, render to Him His due. 
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If we fail, we are undoubtedly ungrateful servants. 
And what ingratitude can be worse than to forget 
what we owe to our Maker? 

How can you, you may ask, render these dues? 

Since Allah has been gracious enough to 
include you in this Ummah, the best way of 
showing gratitude - and there is no other way - 
is to become totally committed followers of the 
Prophet. 

If you fail, the punishment for your ingratitude 
will be as great as the original gift. May Allah save 
us all from this great punishment!

How can you become a Muslim in the true sense 
of the word? 

This question shall be well catered for in the 
forthcoming addresses; but now let’s look at a 
point of fundamental importance, without which 
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we cannot hope to discover true faith. 

You must understand that this is the first essential 
step on your road to becoming a true Muslim. 

Islam consists, firstly, of knowledge and, secondly, 
of putting that knowledge into practice. 

A man can be white because he is born white, 
though he may have no knowledge. But no man 
becomes truly a Muslim without knowing the true 
meaning of Islam. 

Being a Muslim is not through birth but through 
knowledge.

Unless you come to know the basic and necessary 
teachings of Prophet Muhammad, how can you 
believe in him, have faith in him, and how can you 
act according to what he taught? 

And if you do not have faith in him, knowingly 
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and consciously, as fully as you can, how can you 
become a true Muslim? 

If you think about it, you’ll see clearly that it is 
impossible to become a Muslim and remain a 
Muslim in a state of ignorance. 

Being born in a Muslim home, bearing a Muslim 
name, dressing like a Muslim and calling yourself 
one is not enough to make you a Muslim; true 
Muslims know what Islam stands for and believe 
in it with full consciousness.

A Kafir does not understand Allah’s relationship 
to him and his relationship to Allah. And since he 
does not know the will of Allah, he cannot know 
the right path to follow in his life. 

If a Muslim, too, grows without knowing the will 
of Allah, he is as well a Kafir (I’m sorry but it’s the 
truth)
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Listen carefully to the point I am trying to make. 

It is essential to understand that to remain in 
possession of, or to be deprived of, the greatest 
gift of Allah - for which you are so overwhelmed 
with gratitude - depends primarily on knowledge. 
Without knowledge, you cannot truly receive this 
gift of Islam. 

And beware if your knowledge is so little that you 
receive only a small portion of Islam. You will 
constantly run the risk of losing even that part 
of the magnificent gift, which you have received. 
Unless you remain vigilant in your fight against 
ignorance.

A person who is totally unaware of the difference 
between Islam and Kufr is like someone walking 
along a track in complete darkness. Most likely 
his steps will wander aside or on to another path 
without him being aware of what is happening. 
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Maybe he will be deceived by the sweet words 
of the Devil, ‘you have lost your way in the 

darkness. Come, let me lead you to your 

destination.’ 

The poor traveler, not being able to see with his 
own eyes, will grasp the Devil’s hand and be led 
astray. 

He faces these dangers not because Allah hates 
him. But because he himself does not possess any 
light and is, therefore, unable to observe the road 
signs. 

If he had light, he would neither lose his way nor 
be led astray.

This example shows that your greatest danger 
lies in your ignorance of Islamic teachings, 
unawareness of what the Qur’an teaches and what 
guidance has been given by the Prophet, blessings, 
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and peace be on him. 

But if you are blessed with the light of knowledge, 
you will be able to see plainly the clear path of 
Islam at every turn of your life. 

You will also be able to identify and avoid the 
false paths of Kufr, Shirk, and immorality which 
may cross it. And, whenever a false guide meets 
you on the way, a few words with him will quickly 
establish that he is not a guide who should be 
followed.

On this knowledge, whose absolute necessity I 
stress once again, depends on whether you are a 
true Muslim or remain a true Muslim. 

You never neglect to cultivate your land, to irrigate 
and to protect your crops, supplying fodder to 
your cattle or doing whatever else is essential to 
the well-being of your trades and professions. 
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Because you know that if you do, you will starve to 
death and so lose the precious gift of life. 

Why then should you be negligent in acquiring 
that knowledge on which depends whether you 
become a Muslim or remain a Muslim? 

Does such negligence not entail the danger of 
losing an even more precious gift - your Iman? Is 
Iman not more precious than life itself? 

Most of your time and labor is spent on things 
which sustain your physical existence in this life. 

Why can you not spend even a tenth part of your 
time and energy on things which are necessary to 
protect your Iman, which only can sustain your 
being in the present life and in the life to come? 

I am not asking you to become a scholar, read 
voluminous books or spend a large part of your 
life in the pursuit of knowledge. 
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It is not necessary to study so extensively to 
become a Muslim. I only want you to spend about 
one hour of the twenty-four hours of the day and 
night in acquiring knowledge of your Din, your 
way of life, your Islam.

Whether young or old, man or woman, you should 
at least acquire sufficient knowledge to enable you 
to understand the essence of the teachings of the 
Qur’an and the purpose for which it has been sent 
down. 

You should also be able to understand clearly the 
mission which the Prophet, blessings, and peace 
be on him, came into this world to fulfill. 

You should also recognize the corrupt order and 
system which he came to destroy.  

You should acquaint yourselves, too, with the way 
of life which Allah has ordained for Muslims.
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No great amount of time is required to acquire this 
simple knowledge. 

If you value Iman, it cannot be too difficult to find 
one hour every day to devote to this course.

Thus, if you walk around on this eggshell, with the 
zeal of leading a Muslim lifestyle, be ready to seek 
knowledge.
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you are not a MuSliM 
without action

Every Muslim believes, just as you too must 
believe, that Muslims are different from Kafirs 
(non-Muslims); that Allah likes Muslims and hates 
Kafirs; that Muslims will find Allah’s forgiveness, 
while Kafirs will not; that Muslims will go to 
Heaven and Kafirs to Hell. 

Have you ever considered why there should be 
so much difference between Muslims and non-
Muslims? 

Because they are as much offspring of Adam and 
Eve as you. They are human beings like yourselves. 
They possess hands, feet, ears, and eyes. They 
breathe the same air as you, drink the same water 
and inhabit the same land. The Allah who created 
you also created them. 
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So why should they be ranked lower and you 
higher? Why should you go to Heaven and they be 
cast into Hell?

Consider carefully. Such a vital difference between 
man and man cannot be simply due to the fact 
that you have names like Abdullah and Abdur 
Rahman, and they have names like Michael and 
Robertson, or that you are circumcised and they 
are not. 

Allah cannot be so unjust as to decide on such 
petty grounds to punish some of His creatures in 
hell and bless others in heaven. He is the creator 
and sustainer of all.

Where, then, does the real difference lie between 
Muslims and non-Muslims? The answer lies, 
simply, in the very nature of Islam and Kufr. 

The meaning of Islam is submission to Allah while 
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the meaning of Kufr is denial and disobedience of 
Allah. 

Muslims and Kafirs are both human beings; both 
are slaves of Allah. 

But one becomes exalted and meritorious by 
reason of recognizing his Master, obeying His 
orders and fearing the consequences of disobeying 
Him; while the other disgraces himself by failing 
to recognize his Master and carry out His orders. 

This is why Allah is pleased with Muslims and 
displeased with unbelievers. 

That is why He promises true Muslims that 
they will be rewarded with Heaven and warns 
unbelievers that they will be cast into Hell.

Knowledge + Actions = A Good Muslim

The two things which separate Muslims and Kafirs 
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are, therefore, knowledge and actions. 

That is, you must first know who your Master is, 
what His orders are, how to follow His wishes, 
which deeds please Him and which displease Him. 
When these things are known, the second step is 
to make yourselves true slaves of your Master by 
giving up your own wishes for what He desires.

This is the knowledge and actions by which 
Muslims become true servants of Allah, on whom 
He bestows His mercy and whom He rewards with 
honor and dignity. 

Conversely, Kafirs, since they do not possess this 
knowledge, are Allah’s disobedient slaves and are 
denied His blessings. 

Now, in all fairness, tell me: If you call yourselves a 
Muslim but in fact is as ignorant and disobedient 
as a Kafir, can you on this basis be entitled to the 
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blessings of Allah? 

Islam is never a race or family in which 
membership is automatically passed on from 
father to son. 

A high caste priest’s son will not command respect 
in the eyes of Allah if he does wrong deeds; nor 
will Allah look down on the son of a low caste 
family, disregarding his good deeds, simply 
because of his birth. 

Allah has explicitly stated in His Book:

Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah 
is that (believer) who has At-Taqwa. (Al-
Hujurat 49: 13). 

That is, the more you know Allah and obey His 
commandments, the more honorable you are in 
His sight. 
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Ibrahim was born in the home of an idolater, but 
he came to know Allah and obeyed Him. That is 
why Allah made him Imam (leader) of the whole 
world. 

The son of Nuh was born into a prophet’s home 
but he did not understand Allah and disobeyed 
Him. Despite his high family connection, Allah 
so punished him that the punishment became an 
object lesson for the world.

Understand, therefore, thoroughly that whatever 
differences there are in the sight of Allah between 
man and man depend entirely on the state of their 
knowledge and actions. 

Both in this world and the Hereafter, Allah’s 
blessing is reserved for those who recognize Him, 
accept the right path shown by Him, and carry out 
His commandments.



Am I Really A Muslim? | seekerselite.com

So I remind you. If you walk around on this 
eggshell calling yourself a Muslim, better act like 
one by acquiring knowledge and applying it to 
your everyday life. Islamic lifestyle is an awesome 
one which is an everyday thing for awesome 
Muslims like you.
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you are not a MuSliM 
without ibadah?

There is an important word which we Muslims use 
a lot but understand little. 

This word, which you can guess right, is ‘Ibadah. 

It is very important that we understand its true 
meaning and significance. 

The sole purpose of our creation, the end of our 
lives, Allah says, is to worship and serve Him 
alone. 

And I have not created jinn and mankind 
except to worship and serve Me (Adh-
Dahriyat 51: 56).

This establishes beyond doubt that as a Muslim, 
you must be fully aware of the meaning of ‘Ibadah. 
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Otherwise, you will not be able to fulfill the 
purpose for which you have been created. And 
anything which does not fulfill its purpose is a 
failure. 

If a doctor cannot cure his patient, he may be 
considered to have failed in his work. If a farmer 
cannot raise a good crop, he may be held to have 
failed in his job. Similarly, if you have not been 
able to fulfill the purpose of your life, ‘Ibadah, you 
must be judged a failure. 

Listen, therefore, carefully and understand the 
meaning of ‘Ibadah, and constantly remember it, 
too.  The success and failure of your life hinge on 
this Ibadah. 

What, then, is Worship or ‘ibadah?

The Arabic word ‘Ibadah is derived from the same 
root as the word ‘Abd, which means servant and 

http://seekerselite.com/am-i-really-a-muslim?


If You Are A Muslim! Better Act Like One!

slave. Thus, ‘Ibadah means to perform the duties 
of a servant like a slave or a bondsman. 

A person is a slave to somebody only if he lives his 
whole life rendering service and obedience to him. 
And behaves as one should behave to his master. 

But a person who is supposedly a servant and 
is being paid for his work, but does not render 
service as a slave should, is guilty of disloyalty and 
rebellion.

How should a slave behave towards his master?

The first duty of a slave is to take only his master 
as his lord. He should be totally faithful to him 
alone and give his loyalty to no one else. 

The second duty of a slave is to be always 
obedient to his master, to carry out all his orders 
meticulously and to refrain from following his 
own desires or opinions or following anybody else 
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contrary to his master’s wishes. 

A slave is a slave, every moment and in all 
circumstances. He has no right to choose to obey a 
particular order and disobey another.

The third duty of a slave is to revere and adore his 
master. To express his reverence, he should follow 
the ways laid down by him. 

If he is constant and firm in his faithfulness and 
obedience, he must present himself at whatever 
time his master calls him.

These are the qualities which together constitute’ 
Ibadah: first, loyalty to one’s master; second, 
obedience to him; and, third, reverence and 
adoration for him.

When Allah says “I have not created jinn and 

mankind except to serve and worship Me”, 
He requires that we should be loyal to Him 
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alone and to no one else; we should follow, His 
commandments only; and we should honor and 
revere Him alone by kneeling and prostrating 
ourselves. 

Everywhere in the Qur’an, the word ‘Ibadah is 
used in this sense. This is also the substance of the 
teachings of our Prophet, and of all the prophets 
sent by Allah before him, peace be upon them. 
Each came with the same message, ‘Worship and 
serve none except Him’.

There is only one Sovereign to whom you must be 
faithful, and that Sovereign is Allah; there is one 
law which you must obey, and that is the law of 
Allah; there is only one Being you should worship, 
and that Being is Allah.

Un d e rsta n d  ib a d a h  b e tte r

In order to understand the true meaning of 
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Ibadah, take a good look at the following 
situations. 

What would you say about a servant who, instead 
of performing the duties required of him by his 
master, just stands in front of him with folded 
hands and keeps chanting his name? 

His master orders him to go and discharge his 
obligations to his fellow human beings, but he 
stays where he is. Again, and again, he bows to his 
master, salutes him and remains standing up with 
folded hands. 

His master instructs him to go and fight against 
evil to eliminate it, but he does not budge an inch; 
instead, he keeps on prostrating himself before 
him. 

His master blessed him with wealth and 
commands him to give part of it to the poor, but 
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the servant, still standing there, recites scores of 
times in an extremely melodious voice: Give to 
the poor, Give to the poor, without ever trying to 
establish that command to give.

Would you say that this man was really serving his 
master? 

And what would be your verdict if you had 
servants and one behaved in this fashion? 

Yet, you regard servants like this as devout 
worshipers?

Listen, for example, about the man who reads 
from dawn to dusk the Divine injunctions in the 
Qur’an, but never stirs himself to carry them out. 
Always chanting the name of Allah on a thousand-
bead rosary, praying uninterruptedly and reciting 
the Qur’an in a beautiful voice.

When you see him doing all this you exclaim: 
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‘What a devout and pious person he is!’ You are 
misled because you do not understand the true 
meaning of ‘Ibadah.

Here is another servant. 

This one is busy day and night carrying out duties 
given to him by people other than his master, 
while he constantly flouts the commands of his 
real master and tries to hide this by always being 
present at the appointed hours of audience and 
losing no chance to sing his praises during salaat. 

If any of you had such a servant, what would you 
do with him? 

Would you not throw back his greeting in his face? 

If he called you ‘Master’ and ‘Lord’, would you not 
retort: “You are an impertinent liar and a cheat, 

you take wages from me but work for others. 

You pretend to call me master but actually serve 
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everybody except me”. 

This is a matter of simple common sense which we 
can all easily comprehend.

Now, look at yet another servant. 

His uniform is perfectly tailored and always smart, 
just as desired by his master. 

He presents himself before his master showing 
the utmost honor and reverence. Whenever he is 
given an order, he bows his head and says, ‘With 
all my heart I will obey’, as if no one could be more 
faithful. 

Yet, at the same time, this man is serving the 
enemies of his master, participating in the 
conspiracies they hatch against his Lord. 

In the darkness of night, he commits burglary in 
his master’s house, but in the morning, he presents 
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himself with folded hands before him like the 
most faithful of servants. 

What would you say about such a servant? 

Clearly, your verdict would be: he is a hypocrite, a 
rebel, and disloyal. 

But what do you call servants of Allah who behave 
just like this’? 

You call them Sheiks, Mawlanas, and so on. 

You consider them pious and Godly men. 

This is because you have been misled by external 
trappings such as full beards, dresses above their 
ankles, prostration marks on their foreheads, their 
long sessions of the Prayers and their big rosaries 
of beads.

Again, your error has arisen because you have not 
grasped the meaning of ‘Ibadah and religiosity.
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Too often, you think that just facing the Qiblah 
with folded hands, bowing with your hands resting 
on your knees, prostrating yourselves with your 
face on the ground and uttering a few ritual words 
is in itself ‘Ibadah. 

You think that just to be hungry and thirsty from 
morning till evening every day from the first of 
Ramadan till the appearance of the Shawwal moon 
is’ Ibadah.

You think that a mere verbal recital of some parts 
or Surah’s of the Qur’an is ‘Ibadah.

You think that a visit to Makkah and 
circumambulation of the Ka’ba is ‘Ibadah. 

In short, you think ‘Ibadah consists of merely 
performing certain outward worship rituals and 
ceremonies, and whenever you notice anybody 
doing these actions, and no more, you think 
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that they have done their duty, they are true 
worshippers performing ‘Ibadah of Allah, they 
have thus fulfilled the purpose of their life.

But in reality, the ‘Ibadah for which Allah has 
created you and which He has enjoined upon you 
is something quite different. 

the trUe meaning of ibadah

It goes like this:

You must follow at every step in your lives the law 
of Allah and refuse to obey all laws which conflict 
with His law. 

Everything you do must accord with the guidance 
given by Allah. Only then will your entire lives 
turn into lives of worship.

In such a life, everything is ‘Ibadah: whether you 
sleep or are awake, whether you eat or drink, 
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whether you work or rest, whether you are 
silent or talk, are all acts of worship. So much so 
that, even going to your wives and kissing your 
children, too, you serve Allah. 

All these actions which are usually considered 
secular and worldly become religious, provided 
that during their performance you observe the 
limits laid down by Allah.  

This means that you remain conscious every 
moment and at every step of what is approved 
by Allah (Halal) and what is forbidden by Him 
(Haram), what is a duty and what must be 
avoided, which actions please Allah and which 
displease Him.

For instance, easy opportunities to earn money in 
a forbidden way may occur during your life. If you 
resist this temptation and, in obedience to Allah, 
confine yourselves to earning money in approved 
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ways only, then your work itself is worship. And 
you deserve rewards. And the earnings you bring 
home for yourselves, your wives, your children 
and whoever will be blessed by Allah. 

Worship includes whatever you do and whatever 
time you spend in doing Allah’s will and in 
pleasing Him; when you remove from the road a 
stone or other obstacle which might hurt people; 
when you nurse an ill person or guide a blind 
man or help a person in distress; when you avoid 
lying, gossiping about people behind their backs, 
making sarcastic remarks and slandering; when 
you refrain from hurting people; when you talk 
truthfully and justly.

Real worship of Allah, therefore, is to follow the 
way laid down by Allah and lead lives according to 
His commandments from childhood to death. 

There can be no fixed time for this worship; it 
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must be performed all the time. Nor does it have 
one particular form; in everything you say and do, 
you must serve Allah. 

If you truly honor and adore, love and fear Allah, 
all your actions will be motivated by these feelings 
and they will all constitute worship. 

You may now ask: “What then is the position of 

prescribed worship rituals like the Prayer (Salah), 

Almsgiving (Zakah), Fasting (Sawm), Pilgrimage 

(Hajj) and so on?”

These acts of worship, which Allah has enjoined 
upon us, in reality, prepare us for that greater 
overall ‘Ibadah that we have to perform 
throughout our lives. 

They are the means which turn our lives into lives 
of worship. 

Prayer reminds you five times a day that you are 
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slaves of Allah and that Him alone you must serve. 

Fasting prepares you, for an entire month once 
every year, for this very service. 

Almsgiving repeatedly brings home to you the 
truth that the money you have earned is a gift of 
Allah. 

Pilgrimage engraves on your hearts such love and 
awareness of the majesty of Allah that once they 
take root, they remain with you all your lives.

If, by performing all these acts of worship, you 
grasp their true inner significance and your entire 
lives are transformed into an unceasing act of 
worship, then undoubtedly your Prayer is real 
prayer, your Fast is real fast, your Almsgiving 
is real charity and your Pilgrimage is a real 
pilgrimage. 

But if you do not, no purpose is possibly served 
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by merely bowing, kneeling and prostrating 
yourselves in Ruku and sujud, by spending 
days in hunger and thirst, by going through the 
formalities of the Pilgrimage and by setting aside 
money for the Almsgiving. 

These worship rituals are like a human body: it is 
a living human being so long as it has a soul and 
moves about and does work; but if it is soulless, it 
is no more than a corpse.

A corpse has hands and feet, eyes and nose, but 
you bury it under the earth because it loses its 
soul. So are worship rites. If they are devoid of 
meaning, if they do not generate love and fear of 
Allah, they are as well as dead.

We should try to find out how each act of worship 
prepares us for a life spent totally in worship; what 
a great and wonderful difference each can make to 
our lives if we perform them in full understanding 
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of their meaning and purpose. 

I shall address more about the various forms of 
Ibadah in the subsequent part of this book.
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end of Part 1 & what 
to exPect in Part ii

The part one is what’s on these pages. 

Insha’Allah, just like the part one, the part two 
contains exactly what is expected without fluff. 

To me, that’s worth more than a stack of books 
that you have to dig through before you could get 
the good stuff.

Therefore, in the part two, you’ll get additional 
content on everything you need to know to answer 
the question this book is putting before you, “Am I 
really a Muslim?”

But beforehand, I would like to give you a glimpse 
of what to expect!

1. Calling yourself a Muslim without proper 
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Kalimah!

2. Calling yourself a Muslim without proper 
Salaat!

3. Calling yourself a Muslim without proper 
Sawm (Fasting)

4. Calling yourself a Muslim without proper 
Zakat! 

5. Calling yourself a Muslim without proper 
Hajj! 

6. Calling yourself a Muslim not knowing how 
Din and Sharia differs! 

7. Calling yourself a Muslim but worshiping 
the world! 

Without wasting much of your time, I’ll leave 
everything in your hands. 
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NB: The Part II of this book is not yet ready as at 
the time of this writing. It’ll be ready soon. So, 
you’ll want to constantly monitor the download 
page for updates. (Click Here)

But before that, let’s see how you can help me!

Believe me, I really need your support in this! 

I want you to hop in. I need you to let me know 
how you really think about this book by writing a 
comment. 

Whatever it is, please share your thoughts. It will 
only take 29 seconds of your time and it will mean 
a lot to me.

I live and die by your comments. Let me show you 
how:

Your comments help me know how readers felt 
about this book.
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They motivate me to do more Insha’Allah.

And they also help others to discover the 
importance of this book.

Insha-Allah, I hope and pray that you leave a 
comment for the benefit of me and you. 

You can send your comments to this email: 

mail@seekerselite.com. 

Thanks in advance.

Assalaamu-aleikum!
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